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MASSACHUSETTS HOSPITAL SCHOOL 
AT CANTON 
Establish~d by Act of Legislature in 1904. 
For the care and eduoation of the crippled and deformed 
children of the Commonwealth. 
A school with hospital facilities. 
Resident medical, nursing and teaching staff. 
Eduoation and convalescence proceed together. 
Education of a crippled child is not charity any more than 
is the education of a normal child. 
No form of surgical care or other treatment, however 
desirable or necessary it may be, can be regarded as complete 
which neglects the social, moral and mental growth of crippled 
children. 
The school's curriculum is made up of the usual elementary 
subjects and its eighth grade diploma admits to public high 
school. There are vocational courses open to selected eighth 
grade graduates. 
Educational methods extend far beyond the scholastic 
instruction of the schoolroom. 
Every effort is made to put the child in a proper attitude 
toward life, to eliminate self-pity, to develop character and 
to teach him that physical disability is not the handicap he has 
been led to believe, but ratbe~ an inconvenience to be overcome. 
It has been found that the plaCing of crippled children under 
healthy conditions, thus directly stimulating opportunities for 
play, study and amusements, tends to destroy any sense of se1£-
pity and teaches them to minimize or forget their disabilities. 
The educational methods of the school are based on the belief 
that the economic independence of crippled children depends even 
more upon their mental attitude towards a life of usefulness than 
upon their physical handicap. . 
The Commonwealth of Massachusetts has been a leader in the 
work of training crippled children, and the results shown by the 
record of graduates are a justifiable source of gratification to 
the citizens of the Commonwealth. -
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TERMS OF ADMISSION 
Crippled and deformed children of the Commonwealth, between 
the ages of five and fifteen years, who are mentally competent 
to attend public school, are eligible for admission for hospital 
care and educational training. 
Certain ·state minor wards who are not insane, feeble-minded, 
epileptic or otherwise unfit are admitted for hospital care only. 
Payment for the board of private patients must be made in 
advance, unless sufficient surety therefor is given. 
The institution is located on Randolph Street in the to~ of 
canton, about two miles from Canton and Canton Junction stations 
of the New York, New Haven & Hartford Railroad. 
The Canton and Blue Hill ' Bus Line and the Warwick Coach Lines, 
Inc., operate motor busses on Washington and Turnpike Streets 
connecting with the Boston Elevated Railway at Mattapan Square. 
Postoffice addre.ss: Canton, Massachusetts. 
Application for admission should be made to the superintendent. 
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REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES 
TO HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR AND THE HONORABLE COUNCIL: 
In connection with this, the report of the trustees of the 
Massachusetts Hospital School, for the year ending November 30, 
1941, it may be fitting to call to your attention in passing the 
history and purpose for which this unique institution was established 
and has been maintained since its creation under Chapter 446 of the 
Acts of 1904. 
This Act was introduced in the General Court in that year with 
the' title, "To establish the Massachusetts School' and Home for 
Crippled and Deformed Children." The purpose of the School and Home, 
as defined in Section 1 of that Act, was stated as "the education and 
care of the crippled and deformed child of the Commonwealth." There 
, 
~as much opposition to the bill; in fact, it was reported adve~sely 
by both Senate and House committees. However, the eloquent plea of 
a cripple from the floor of the House that the education of crippled 
children should be made a function of state government led to the 
unanimous passage of t~e bill over the adverse reports of the com-
mittees. Even after the Act became law with the original grant of 
$300)000 to carry out its provisions, the original trustees were in 
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some doubt whether the law should not be repealed because it was thought 
there might not be enough cripples to justify the expenditure. Dr. 
William A. Morrison, one of the original Board of Trustees, made a house 
to house survey in East Boston, where 'he found more than two score of 
home-bound cripples who had been through hospital clinics, but as per-
manent cripples, were growing up handicapped mentally as well as physically 
because, through no fault of their own, they were unable to share with 
their physical superiors the education offered in the public schools. 
This convincing proof of the wisdom of the original Act started a chapter 
in the history of this Commonwealth which has enabled it to lay one more 
. 
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. claim to leadership in the field of enlightened social legislation. 
As the School gradually took shape, as its policies became 
establishe,d, with each year it won increasing recognition for the 
development of a spirit of self-reliance and individual responsibility 
which, to an extraordinary degree, was manifesting itself in the 
stUdents and graduates who had the benefit of training at Canton. 
Whether the facilities can ever be adequate to meet all d~mands may be open 
to question, but within the limitations conceived of by those who drew 
up the original Act and the trustees who have interpreted it in the 
succeeding years, it would appear that the institution is providing 
care and schooling for as ' many children as would norm&lly require 
this special handling. It is an interesting comparison with the 
figures of -earlier years to note that for the fiscal year 1941, 580 
children were under treatment at Canton, the average number for the 
year being slightly under 246. This figure varies but slightly from 
year to year and would seem to be a fair representation of the extent 
of a vital but constant need in the welfare of the people of this 
Commonwealth. 
Materially the condition of the institution has not changed 
since the close of the last fiscal year. The carefully prepared 
annual report of the Superintendent and Treasurer, which accompanies 
this report of the trustees is so well expressed that it would be 
needless repetition here to comment upon it in detail, but the Board 
of Trustees is proud to recommend it as prescribed reading for any 
stUdent seeking an example of conscientious administration of a 
state institution wholly in the public interest. 
In the critical period facing every institution, private or 
public, for the next few years, the trustees appreciate that the 
question of needs must be curtailed and in some cases, perhaps 
abandoned, where they would require materials even more urgently 
· " 
needed 1n the war effort. It 1s gratifying to report that through 
the action of the Leg,1slature at its last session one of the two 
cottage dormitories so long urged by the trustees to replace the 
obsolete wooden east dormitory was authorized. Because of the 
pressing need for new boilers. which was likewise recognized by 
the Legislature at the same session. it was impossible in the 
financial policy of the state to permit the completion of the first 
step in the building program, which included the removal of the 
present industrial building and the erection of a new one in a more 
favorable location. The result makes it necessary to erect the new 
cottage in temporarily too close proximity to the present industrial 
building. It also leaves the old east dormitory partially occupied. 
but in a condition in which it is an eyesore and unfit for occupancy 
at one and the same time. yet too far antiquated to justify' further 
expenditures for repairs. 
In previous reports the trustees have also repeatedly urged 
consideration for a new nurses' home. This other building problem 
should be called to attention again, in ~ite of the limitations upon 
construction because. during the past year, it has been determined 
that the foundation timbers of this old building have been greatly 
weakened by termites who have in addition seriously attacked the side 
walls. It is a grave question whether, in the interests of economy 
and sound planning, it would not be wise to provide a means of removing 
this building at once. However, under a biennial system of sessions 
the question cannot be brought beTore the Legislature again until 1943. 
Apart from these needs,which may perhaps be regarded as minor in 
view of ot~er considerations, the institution is in a position to 
report a highly satisfactory year. It represents the accumulated 
experience of over thirty years in proving that treatment and education 
. 
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can go hand in hand for the permanently crippled child, and that if 
treatment at best can bring only partial or temporary improvement~ the 
opportunity for education is even more important. The trustees again 
urge any interested citizen to avail himself of any chance to visit 
the Hospital School and see for himself these principles successfully 
applied. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Robert F. Bradford, Chairman 
Robert B. Osgood, M.D. 
w. Russell MacAusland, M.D. 
John C. Kiley 
Lothrop Withington 
Trustees 
SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT 
. . 
TO THE TRUSTEES OF THE MASSACHUSETTS HOSPITAL SCHOOL: 
, It is my privilege to present the su~erintendentfs thirty-fourth 
annual report of the Massachusetts Hospital School for the fiscal year 
ending November 30, 1941. 
There are two separate and distinct classes of children eared 
for at the Massachusetts Hospital School---crippled and deformed 
children for whose care the institution primarily was established, 
under Chapter 446 of the Acts of 1904, and certain sick minor wards 
who are received for hospital care under the provisions of Chapter 
306 of the Acts of 1922. 
For statistical purposes, these two groups are classified as 
"school" or orthopediC cases, without reference to their status as 
regards settlement or guardianship and "infirmary" or non-orthopedic 
cases, who, as wards of the Commonwealth, are accorded the advantages 
of hospital care appropriate to the needs of special cases. 
Under this arrangement, children admitted upon the application 
of the Director of Child Guardianship are classified either as sick 
minor wards or orthopedic minor wards, according to the nature 9£ 
their disability. 
It has been suggested from time to time since the institution 
was authorized to admit certain sick minor wards that the cost of 
their care should be separated from that of the institution per 
capita cost as a whole. Any attem~t to do so, however, has been 
regarded as highly impracticable, if not impossible. While it is 
true that sick minor wards are not admitted to the school department, 
it should be borne in mind that practically every orthopedic, or school 
case, must be hospitalized at one time or another in common with all 
children admitted. Furthermore, the act specifically provides that 
inmates, officers, employees and attendants shall render service to 
either or both departments and that the products of the farm, any 
heating" ventillating, water, or similar plant or system may be used 
jOintly, by both departments, interchangeably, as the trustees shall 
from time to time determine. 
STATISTICAL REC.ORD 
There were in both hospital and school departments ,of the 
institution on November ~O, 1940, two hundred and sixty-one cases, 
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two hundred and four crippled and deformed children and fifty-seven 
sick minor wards. There have been admitted three hundred and nineteen 
children, forty-five cripples and two hundred seventy-four minor wards. 
The whole number under treatment during the year was five hundred and 
eighty. The maximum number at anyone time was two hundred Sixty-three 
on December 11, 1940, the minimum one hundred and fifty on December 25, 
1940, and the average number for the year was , two hundred forty-five 
and ninety-three hundredths. The discharges numbered three hundred and 
twenty-on~, of whom two hundred and seventy-five were from the infirmary 
and forty-six were enrolled in school, leaving in the institution at · 
the end of the year, two hundred and three crippled children and fifty-
six sick minor wards. 
. 
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The average age of the forty-five orthopedic children admitted 
during the year was nine years~ one month and twelve days~ the youngest 
being six months, seventeen days, and the oldest twenty years, four 
months and twenty days. Of the two hundred seventy-tour sick minor 
,wards admitted, the youngest was two months and twenty-five days, the 
oldest eighteen years, eight months and twelve days, and the average 
seven years, twenty-three days. 
Exclusive of ten whose birthplaces were unknown, two hundred and 
ninety, or ninety-one per cen~of the three hundred and nineteen 
children admitted were born in Massachusetts; seventeen,or six per 
cent, were born in other parts of the United States and two patients 
were foreign-born. The nativity of ninety-one tatbers and thirty-seven 
mothers was unknown. Out of the remainder, one hundred seventeen, or 
thirty-seven per cent, of the fathers and one hundred eighty-six, or 
fifty-eight per cent, of the mothers were born in Massachusetts; forty-
five fathers and thirty-seven mothers were born in other parts of the 
United states and sixty-six, or twenty-one per cent, of the fathers 
and fifty-nine, or eighteen per cent, of the mothers were foreign-born. 
DIAGNOSIS ON ADMISSION 
to the School 
BOlS Girls Total 
Anterior poliomyelitis • • • • • • • 2 1 3 Cerebral palsy • • • • • • • • • 5 5 Coxa vara • • • • • • • • • • • 1 1 Deformities, congenital • • • • • • • 2 1 3 Epiphysitis . • • • • • • • • • • • 2 1 3 Faulty posture • • • • • • • • • • 1 1 Fracture of spine 
• • • • • • • • • 1 1 Legg-Perthe's disease, bilateral • • • • • 1 1 Neuro-muscular atrophy • • • • • • • 1 1 Osteogenesis imperfecta • • • • • • • 1 1 Osteomyelitis • • • • • • • • • • 4 4 Post-encephalitis paralysis agitans • • • • 1 1 Pseudo-hypertrophic muscular dystrophy • • • 2 2 Rachitis • • • • • • • • • ' . • 5 5 Scoliosis • • • • • • • • • • • 2 1 3 Spina b1fida • • • • • • • • • • 1 1 Sprain of pelVis 
• • • • • • • • • 1 1 
, 
Talipes equino-varus, 
Talipes planus. • 
Torticollis. • • 
Transverse myelitis 
Trophic ulcer or heel 
Tuberculous disease or 
bilateral • • 
• • • • . . 
• • • • • 
• • • • • 
• • • • • hip. • • e 
to the Infirmary 
Adenoid, hypertrophy or • • • • 
Anal rissure • • e • e • 
Anemia;. ap.pendici tis • • • • . e 
Appendicitis, acute • • • • • 
Bronchitis, acute; impacted cerumen • 
Bronchi tis ; pyelitis • • • • • 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
e 
• 
e 
Bronchopneumonia e • • • e • • 
Burns, rirst degree; impetigo; pediculosis 
Cellulitis of scalp • • • • • 
Cicatrix • • • • • • • e 
Constipation, chronic. • • • • 
Coryza. e • • • • • • • 
Debility and inanition, congenital • 
Dermatitis. • • • • • • • 
• 
• 
• 
e 
• 
e 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
e 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
e 
• 
Eczema. • • • • • • e • • • 
Eczema; tonsils and adenoid, hypertrophy of • 
Endocarditis, rheumatic, chronic • • • • 
Enuresis e • • • • • • • • • 
Epidermophytosis • e ' . • • • • • 
Furuncle or knee; lymphangitis. e e • • 
Furuhculosis. • e • • • e • 
Furunculosis; derma ti tis • . • • • • • 
Furunculosis; malnu tri t10n ••••• 
Hernia, umbilical. • • • e • • e 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• Impetigo e e • e - . • • • • • • 
Impetigo; old fracture or ulna and radius at wrist 
Impetigo; pediculosis e • • • • • • 
Impetigo; phimosis. • • • • • • • 
Impetigo; tonsils and ,adenoid, hypertrophy or • 
Ingrown toe nail • • • • • • • • 
MaIn u. tri tion. • • • • • • • • 
Malnutri tlon; hernia,· umbilical • • • • 
Malnutrition; impetigo e • • • • • • 
Nephritis e • • • e • • • • • 
oti tis media • • • • • • • • • 
Otitis media; cervical adenitis • • • • 
Otitis media; impetigo. e • e • • • 
Otitis media; malnutrition. • e • • • 
Otitis media; pediculosis e - •••• 
Phimosis e • • • e • • • • • 
Phimosis; coryza e • • • • • • • 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
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Boys Girls Total 
2 
1 
1 
1 
34 
2 
1 
11 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
.45 
Boys Girls Total 
3 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
4 
1 
1 
1 
1 
22 
1 
7 
1 
1 
4 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
8 
1 
2 
1 
3 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
14 
2 
1 
5 
1 
3 
2 
2 
1 
5 
1 
1 
4 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
2 
5 
1 
1 
2 
2 
1 
2 
1 
1 
2 
36 
1 
9 
1 
1 
1 
9 
1 
1 
3 
-3 
1 
1 
3 
1 
8 
1 
.. 
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Boys Girls Total 
Prolapsed rectum • • • • • • • • • 1 1 Pyodermia • • • • • • • • • • • 1 1 Rheumatic 1'ever • • • • • • • • • 1 1 Scabies • • • • • • • • • • • 13 9 22 Scabies; dental caries • • • • • • • • ~ 2.-
S-eabi-ee; dental caries; e~lapgeQ thyreid glasQ • • 1 1 
'Scabies; f'urunculosis • • • • • • • • 1 1 Scabies; pediculosis • • • • • • • • 1 1 Scabies; prolapsed rectum • • • • • • • 1 1 2 Scabies; Vincent's angina • • • • • • • 2 2 Septic thumb 
· - • • • • • • '. • • 
1 1 
Septic wound of f'oot • • • • • • • • 2 2 Syphilis I congenital • • • • • • • • 1 1 Testicle l undescended • • • • • • • • 1 1 Tinea circinata; eczema • • • • • • • 1 1 Tonsillitis • • • • · . • • • • • 1 1 Tonsils and adenoid l hypertrophy 01' • • • • 44 52 96 Tonsils and adenoid l hypertrophy of'; phimosis • • 1 1 Tonsils and adenoid I hypertrophy of; hydrocephalus, 
congenital • • • • • • • • .. • 1 1 Trichomonas I vaginitis • • • • • • • • 3 3 Undiagnosticated • • • • • • • • • 1 1 Vincent's angina • • • • • • • • • 4 3 7 Vincent's angina; tonsils and adenoid l hy~ertrophy 01' 2 2 
Wart on thumb • • • • • • • • • • 1 1 
144 130 274 
Since the c'lose of the last f'iscal year l the condition of' the 
institution has not materially changed. The whole number of' children 
under treatment exceeded last year's record by ninety-nine I while the 
daily average number was less by six and three h~ndredths. The net 
weekly per capita cost for the fiscal year was $12.0587 as compared 
to $ 12.4177 for the corresponding period a year ago. Income f'or the 
board of patients amounted to sixty-nine thousand l three hundred 
ninety-f'our dollars and seyenty cents, showing an increase of' nine 
hundred sixty-seven dollars andrdnety-one cents over last year. 
Income from all sources, including board 01' patients, amounted to 
seventy thousand Sixty-six dollars and thirty-four cents as compared 
to last year's receipts of Sixty-nine thousand, one hundred fifty-nine 
dollars and ninety-one cents. 
~ 
~ 
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DENTAL REPORT 
During the year 1941 there were nine hundred ,and eight operations 
performed and four hundred forty-nine examinations given. 
The operations consisted of: 
Prophylaxis • • • • • • • • • • • • 1054 Silver amalgams • • • • • • • • • • • 155 Cement and amalgams • • • • .. • • • • • 91 Cement • • • • • • • • • • • • • 7 Synthetic porcelain • • • • • • • • • • 7 Zinc oxide and eugenol • • • • • • • • • 7 Copper amalgam • • • • • • • • • • • 76 Germicidal kryptex • • • • • • • • • • 59 Root canal • • • • • • • • • • • • 9 EXtractions • • • • • • • • • • • • 33 X-rays • • • • • • • • • • • • • 169 Treatments • • • • • • • • • • • • 254 Impressions • • • • • • • • • • • • 27 pulp amputations • • • • • • • • • • • 7 Gold inlays • • • • • • • • • • • • 2 Acrylic inlay • • • • • • • • • • • 1 
Two impacted teeth were removed, also one three-piece fixed 
bridge with gold inlay abutments applied. 
Routine examinations showed that there were fifty'" two cases 
whose mouths could be classed in the most urgent list. Of these, 
twenty children were of more recent admission. The othe~ thirty-
two were classed as most urgent because of deep cavities or fissures 
in the second permanent molars. 
The root canal work in all the nine cases was on permanent 
teeth, many premolars and ~ne molar. 
Forty-seven cases required no dental work and Sixty-eight had 
one or two cavities. 
Respectfully submitted, 
ANNA MINTZ, D.M.D. 
Three hundred and twenty-one children were 
DISCHARGED. 
Of this number, one hundred and fifty-four boys and one hundred and 
twenty-one girls were in the custody of the Director of Child 
· .. 
Guardianship as sick minor wards; two hundred and rorty-four were 
recovered, twenty-one improved. The condition of nine was unchanged 
and there was one death. 
The records of forty-six orthopedic, or school cases, were 
closed under the following conditions: Sixteen boys and six girls 
were dismissed to continue their education in public schools; ten 
boys and one girl lert to become self-supporting; five boys ,were 
dismissed as mentally unpromising; two boys were removed against 
advice; one very heavily handicapped boy left at the age of twenty-
one; two boys and one girl were transferred to other hospitals and 
one boy and one girl died. 
While physicians and other officers 'take an active part 1n 
vocationa~ counsel and gUidance, which is mainly in the hands of 
the school department, the report of the social worker which follows 
is of particular interest. 
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Miss Park is not only most familiar with the previous history, 
home environment and community Idfe of the children, both before 
their admission and after their discharge, but also as a resident 
official, finds time to serve as part-time librarian and as executive 
assistant to coordinate school and community interests. 
REPORT OF SOCIAL WORKER 
TO THE SUPER IN TENnENT : 
School attendance has been summarized by Margaret R. Brayton, 
Head teacher, as presented below. 
There have been registered through the school year , to June 27, , 
1941, two hundred and eleven pupils, classlfied as follows: 
Average 
Class daily attendance 
Average 
membersh1~ 
Per cent or 
attendance 
Grade 8 and Commercial 
Grades 5, 6 and 7 
Grades 2, 3 and 4 
Grade 1 and Sub-primary 
Special Ungraded, Remedial 
38 
52 
42 
23 
32 
39 96 
53 96 
44 95 
24 93 
33 96 
15. 
This does not include those attending horologi~al classes and not 
attending any other class, of which there are eight, thus making the 
total number of pupils registered for the year two hundred and nineteen. 
School was 1n session for one hundred and ninety-seven days. 
Nineteen girls and boys were given the school diploma on June 20, 
1941. Six of these have been discharged either to continue their 
education elsewhere or to become self-supporting. Eleven are working 
in our commercial classes, one boy is in the watch-repairing class and 
one is hospitalized. The program presented by the class was an unusual 
and attractive summary of their year's work in American folk-lore and 
song. With vocal illustration by the class the evenihg presented fresh 
material in a little-known field. The class hymn, by one of the members, 
is here given as an illustration of the effect produced in one sensitive 
young mind by the present problems to be met in the world: 
"When freedom's lamp is low 
Into the world we go, 
Mighty and strong may our courage stand. 
Help us to bring the light, 
Help us to do the right; 
Ever a dauntless, pe~ceful band. 
"Lord, make us strong and bold, 
As the Crusaders old. 
We pray for strength to bear the blast. 
Mayall our deeds be good, . 
Ever in brotherhood, 
May peace ~ome to the world at last." 
Religious services have been held as customary on each week 
during the year for the groups indicated by the preferences of parents 
or guardians. All the holidays have been appropriately observed with 
their various types of celebration. 
Friends in the community continue to show interest in our girls 
and boys, not only by gifts of many kinds, but by visits bringing 
entertainment. Such givers, individual or in club groups, numbered 
fifty~two during the year. Some of these came more than o~e. 
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Christmas espeeially was liberally remembered. In a time like the 
present when public good causes appeal on every hand, we are grateful 
to those friends who see to it that pressing demands elsewbere shall 
not cause a d~minishing of interest in our crippled children. 
Our community life continues to show many happy and busy members. 
Fundamentally important as is orthopedic care to our patients, as 
indeed the establishment of the best possible physical health is 1n 
the rearing of every child, it is still not ·the uniq~e contribution 
made by the hospital school to the educational .problems of crippled 
children. The eminent surgeons who were active in founding this 
school knew that surgical and nursing care of an unexcelled grade 
were to be found elsewhere. They were interested in giving our 
children opportunities not so easily provided, of much freedom in 
a healthful country environment, of mental training in happy com-
petition and companionship with others of their own age, and of 
developing social responsibility by accustoming them to do their 
share of work and play in the life around them. Put any children 
together in a group and some leaders will appear. Our activities 
offered here recognize that fact and try to use the satisfaction 
felt in accomplishment as a motive in developing fitness to take a 
share in making a satisfactory adult life. 
One of our graduates, now a young man in his twenties, is so 
heavily handicapped that he must lead a permanent hospital life. 
Not many of our boys and girls must face this prospect, but he has 
done so without losing courage or cheer. In a recent talk with a 
friend he was asked what he would like to have told to the youngsters 
of the present generation. He said, "I think that ··1 would like , to 
tell them to learn how to get along with people. I think that it is 
• 
the greatest lesson I have learned from life.---We have a sense of 
responsibility even here.---Every one of those wishes points toward 
a resumption of world responsibility." 
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That sense is what we try to bring out in our young people. The 
cottage life, with work and fun does this. So do the class planning 
and study together, with weekly afternoon teas for visiting friends, 
exhibits of work for parents, or trips away from the school to .some 
pOints of interest. Concerts and class plays are 1mportant, one of 
the great events of the year, such as the beaut1ful Scriptual and 
carol service for all the school just before Chr1stmas,. or the 
production by the class of 1941 of the stage success .. ".What a L1fe." 
Library hours, in part charge of pup1l assistants, help. Winter play 
and summer sports, corn-roasts and band pract1ce, all contribute to 
the building up of a strong tie of friendship among our pupils while 
they are here and a real purpose to be of use in the world when they 
leave. 
Our commercial classes have developed by this time a number of 
Grade A stenographers, demonstrating their ability in the world at 
large in several capacities. One boy who left us this year to 
establish himself at his own home as a watch and radio repair expert, 
came to us as a child in bed, who had a long struggle to learn to get 
up and walk. Thanks to a good native mental endowment, coupled with 
unyielding perseverance and good-humored courage .. he has acquired a 
modest self-confidence and faces the future with hOpe. 
We have many older graduates of whom we are proud. Some gray 
hairs are appearing among them, and they are showing that they have 
been able to give to the world as well as to receive. One of them is 
permanently cr1ppl~d with the effects of infantile paralysis. He was 
able, 1n spite of crutches and braces .. to go on after he left us and 
get his college degree. Now, in the present emergency, he has been 
called to Wa~h1ngtonl where he is dOing his part among Federal 
government workers. He l and many others among those wh0 were here 
with us during their childhood daysl are worthy of our pride and 
admiration for the part that in their mature years they are tQkIng 
in the life of the world. 
Respectfully submittedl 
RUTH PARK I Social Worker 
In the uniform analysis of 
MAINTENANCE EXPENDITURES 
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there are twelve c!assifications l namely Personal Services l Religious 
Instructionl Travel and Office Expenses l Food l Clothing and Materials l 
Furnishings and Household Supplies l Medical and General Carel Heat 
and Other Plant Operations, Farm I Garage and Grounds, Repairs-Ordinary 
and Repa1~s and Renewals. 
Under these main heads l the total cost ~or maintenance was 
$2241 702.07, of which the largest item of $147,768.53 was paid in 
salaries and wages. The next largest item of $20,620.93 was for 
food, not including products of the farm such as milk, eggs, beef, 
pork, poultry and vegetables. 
Although food and certain other costs increased, another fiscal 
period was closed with an unexpended balance of $8,569.75. The major 
part of this sum, a balance of $6 1 231.47 under Personal Services l was 
( due to unfilled vacancies l the retirement or resignation of employees 
at a higher rate of pay than their successors who entered the service 
at a minimum wage-, to leaves of absence and to time lost on account 
of illness. It may be an appropriate time for the trustees to con-
sider whether they should continue the policy that loss of time means 
loss of pay, or adopt. the practice of some state departments by allowing 
a certain number of days each year for sick leave, with pay, 1n addition 
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to the customary two weeks' vacation. It has been my f'eeling f'rom 
an administrative point of' view that even conscientious employees 
would teel justified in taking all the time to which they telt they 
were entitled upon sligh~or even tancied,indisposition. FUrthermore, 
it has been regarded as an equitable arrangement to provide board, 
room, medical, nursing and hospital care without cost to resident 
employees who r~ceived no cash payment when absent from regular duty 
in case of sickness. Doubtless, consideration should be given to 
non-resident employees to whom these advantages of maintenance at 
the institution cannot be extended. 
While the 
EMPLOYEES 
have not been maintained to a full or complete quota throughout the 
year, no special ef'fort has been made to engage persons who did not 
m~ke voluntary application. Some highly efficient employees volun-
teered f'or military service and others lef't f'or more attractive wages 
in National Def'ense Industry. The greatest embarrassment to the 
service was due to the dif'ficulty in f'illing positions within the 
classif'ied Civil Service. Several emergency appOintments were 
necessary and much time was lost in waiting f'or those who were 
certif'ied and either f'ailed to respond or came for an interview and 
l~ter declined an apPOintment. As a general rule, desirable appoint-
ments could not be made when temporary provisional appointments were 
authorized. 
The institution has been fortunate in its comparatively large 
number of steady-going, dependable workers who have rendered many 
years of eff'icient service. 
The only change in the official f'amily was caused by the com-
pulsory retirement on July II, 1941, of the head housekeeper, Mrs. 
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Lillian S. Swimm, who had to her credit, thirty-three years of 
devoted service. The vacancy thus caused was filled by the appoint-
ment or Mrs. Clara V. Wragg, who won recognition ror promotion by 
her record as matron at the Ellis Cottage. 
The daily average or employees ror the year was one hundred and 
thirty-nine and thirty-seven hundredths, or three and ninety-two 
hundredths less than last year's average. 
THE BUILDING PROGRAM 
inaugurated several years ago could not be advanced in the order 
originally planned. In the interval between the last biennial sessions 
or the legislature, the steam pressure in three old boilers was re-
duced rrom one hundred and twenty to eighty pounds with a warning that 
still greater reduction should be expected at any time. The rinancial 
policy or the state did not permit the purchase of new boilers, in 
addition to replacement construction or ,two buildings in the same 
biennium and it became necessary to give precedence to the new 
boilers and one cottage instead or first removing the industrial 
building anq east dormitory to make room ror the most favorable site 
for a new industrial building and cottage. 
Under the revised plan, an appropriation of $25,000.00 for new 
boilers and $65,000.00 for one cottage has been made available for 
the coming year. This change in the order or procedure has necessitated 
the erection of the cottage in close proximity to the industrial building 
which must be replaced at an early date by a new building in a more 
favorable location. 
My repeated recommendation for a new nurses' home at an estimated 
cost of $95,000.00 has received your endorsement in several annual 
reports, upon the ground that it is entirely ina~,quate for the accom-
modation of the increased quota of nurses. 
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During the pas t year, the carpenter-foreman has discovered that 
this old, remodelled building is infested with termites which have 
not only greatly weakened the foundation timbers but extensively in-
vaded the side walls as well. It is a serious que s tion whether 
emergency measures for effective control of these subterranean pests, 
which live and multiply underground or within the wood, should be 
undertaken or whether the old, out-moded building should be removed 
altogether. This situation demands your immediate consideration. 
REP AIRS AN D RENEWALS 
either completed or under way in accordance with tile appropriations 
for the purpose, including washer, extractor and tumbler for the 
laundry, dish-washing machine for the main serving room, water still 
and sterilizers for the operating room, roofing, painting, etc. 
On the evening of October 31, fire of unknown origin was dis-
covered at the ice house on the shore of Reservoir Pond. The Canton 
Fire Department responded promptly to the alarm and succeeded in 
saving the side walls and foundation of the old building but the 
roof was a total loss. Fortunately, electric refrigeration has 
replaced the need for natural ice which in recent years has been 
used mainly in the freezing of ice cream. After due consideration 
it was decided that a smaller but adequate new ice house should be 
erected by salYaging as much material as possible from the damaged 
building, transferring some hurricane lumber from the State Infirmary 
and expending, for new material about $ 100.00 saved under Repairs and 
Renewals. The work is to be done by resident employees without 
additional labor costs. 
THE SCHOOL 
continues to be the chief interest of children who are privileged to 
participate in its activities. This interest might be expected at 
first, especially in children who are deprived of educational 
opportunities elsewhere but that the interest and enthusiasm in 
school work continues is due to the inspiring leadership of the 
head teacher, Miss Brayton. 
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During the year, one member of her staff resigned and two others 
were granted a leave of absence on account of ill health, one of whom 
returned ' at the beginning of the school year in September and the 
other voluntarily was retired for ordinary disability. While these 
changes imposed additional responsibilities upon the head teacher, 
they did not seriously interrupt classes because promising substitutes 
were engaged in both pe~anent and temporary vacancies. 
THE CONSULTANTS 
who have generously given much of their valuable time have rendered 
a service in full cooperaFion with the administration and resident 
staff which has been the most important factor in successfully carrying 
on the work of the hospital. I cannot speak too, highly of their loyal 
and most helpful support and that given me' by my staff associates, 
Dr. Kemp and Dr. Wood, which I wash to acknowledge here in deep 
appreciation. 
One hundred and ten surgical operations were performed during 
" 
the year. There have been three cases of chicken-pox, thirty-nine 
cases of mumps and six cases of whooping cough. There were three 
deaths from the following causes: Congenital debility and inanition; 
myocarditis, acute; congenital debility, cerebral hemorrhage with 
convulsions. 
FARM 
products have been credited at an arbitrary predetermined price instead 
of at the variable market prices throughout the year as the most prac-
ticable means of making a comparative analysis. For example, egg~ have 
.. 
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been credited at an average price of thirty centsj m1lk at eight and 
six tenths cents a quart; cow and heifer beef, nine cents; pork, eight 
cents; many vegetables at one cent and correspondingly low prices for 
other products. Upon tp~se and similar bases, the farm was operated 
at a loss of $2,820.92 in its supply of 190,485.3 pounds of milk, 
2,528 pounds of beef, 61 pounds of liver, 9,444 pounds of pork, 
13,219 1/3 dozen eggs, 3,882 3/4 pounds of chicken, 2,811 3/4 pounds 
of fowl, 382 pounds of shell beans, 3,272 pounds of string beans, 
2,904 pounds of beets, 12 pounds beet greens, 248 pounds of brocco11, 
587 pounds of cabbage, 5,179 pounds of carrots, 29 pounds of cauliflower, 
535 pounds of celery, 8,354 pounds of corn, 2,082 pounds of cucumbers, 
96i pounds of egg plant, 593 pounds of lettuce, 627 pounds of peas, 
10 pounds of' parsley, 434 pounds of peppers, 1,20Oi pounds of parsnips, 
1,176 pounds of pumpk1ns, 1,197 pounds of' rhubarb, 1,091 pounds of 
summer squash, 6,944 pounds of winter squash, 657 pounds of swiss 
chard, 441 pounds of spinach, 11,326 pounds of tomatoes, 253,980 pounds 
of ensilage, 1,000 pounds .of fodder green, 20,225 pounds of millet, 
4,335 pounds of grass, 5,750 pounds of mangles, 6,155 pounds of rye, 
31,992 pounds of oats and peas. 
When given credit for institution work for which it is necessary 
to have the labor of men, teams and trucks readily available, the 
farm shows a prof1t of $9,232.39. 
The growth of the field of education for crippled children has 
been gratifying and is still increasing but these are days of great 
national emergency and there w1ll be temporary difficulties 1n rising 
to the level of previous opportunities. 
However, there is reason to expect that the best traditions of 
the school which interested and devoted Officials and employees have 
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done so much to establish will be maintained with strenuous endeavor 
to meet the high standards or service set by the trustees and satisfJ 
to the rull the proud conridence or many loyal graduates. 
Respectrully submitted, 
JOHN E. FISH, M.D., Superintendent 
STATISTICS 
Census 
School Hospital 
Department Department Total 
November 30, 1940 • • • • • 204 57 261 Admitted during year • • • 45 274 319 Whole number under treatment • • 2tQ 331 580 Discharged • • • • • • • 46 275 321 
November 30, 1941 • • • • • 203 56 259 
Yrs. Mos. Days Yrs. Mos. Days 
Average age of admissions • 9 1 12 7 0 .23 Youngest • • • • • 6 17 2 25 Oldest • • • • • 20 4 20 18 8 12 
Average daily number present 203.88 42.05 
Aver-sge enrollment • • • 257.34 
b3 ~ r. 25. 
NATIVITY AND PARENTAGE OF CHILDREN ADMITTED 
Birthplace Patient Father Mother 
Massachusetts • • • • • • • 290 117 186 Other New England states • • • • 14 30 27 Other states • • • • • • • 3 15 10 
Total Native • • • • • • 307 162 223 
OTHER COUNTRIES: 
Austria 
• • • • • • • • • 
4 
Azores • • • • • • • • • 2 Brazil • • • • • • • • • 2 2 British West Indies • • • • • • 1 Canada • • • • • • • • • 1 24 16 Cape Verde Islands • • • • • • 3 England • • • • • • • • • 2 5 Greece • • • • • fI • • 5 ~ Ireland • • • • • • • • • 5 ·8 Italy • • • • • • • • • 9 10 Madeira • • • • • • • • • 1 Newfoundland • • • • • • • 1. 1 Norway • • • • • • • • • 1 Poland • • • • • • • • • 6 5 Portugal • • • • • • • • • 1 1 Rumania • • • • • • • • • 1 1 Russia 
• • • • • • • • • 1 2 Scotland • • • • • • • • 1 Sweden • • • • • • • • • 1 Turkey • • • • • • • • • 1 1 
Total Foreign 2 66 59 
Unknown • • • • • • • • • 10 91 37 
319 319 319' 
TREASURER'S REPORT 
TO THE TRUSTEES OF THE MASSACHUSETTS HOSPITAL SCHOOL: 
I respectf'ully sUbmi.t the f'ollowing report of the finances of this 
institution for the fiscal year ending November 30, 1941: 
RECEIPTS 
Income 
Board of inmates • • • • • • • Sales • • • • • • • • • Rent • • • • • • • • • • Miscellaneous: 
Court fees • • • • • • • Refunds, account of previous years • • • 
Receipts from Treasury of Commonwealth.: 
Advance fund • • • • • • • Maintenance appropriation • • • • 
Total • • • • • • • • 
PAYMENTS 
To the Treasury of the Commonwealth • Maintenance appropriation • Advance fund • • • • Refunds, account of' previous 
Appropriation current year. 
EXpenses as analyzed below • 
• • • 
• • • yeSI:' s • • 
MAINTENANCE 
• • • 
• • • 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
$69,394.70 
428.60 
217.00 
9.00 
17.04 
123~000.OO 
151,295.70 
$70~049.30 
151,295.70 
23,000.00 
17.04 
$233,271.82 
224,702.07 
$70,066.34 
174,295.70 
$244~362.04 
$244,362.04 
Total receipts and payments are in agreement with Comptroller's 
books of accounts. 
ANALYSIS OF EXPENSES 
Personal Services • • • • .. • • $147,768.53 Religious Instruction • • • • • • 1,210.00 Office Expenses, Travel, etc. • • • • 2,290.08 Food 
• • • • • • • • • • 20,620.93 Clothing and Materials • • • • • • 3,935.61 Furnishings and Household Supplies 
• • e 4,666.00 Medical and General Care • • • • • 6,323.18 Heat and Other Plant Operations • • • 18,550.10 Farm • • • • • • • • • • 9,931.28 Garage and Grounds • • • • • • • 1,381.47 Repairs, Ordinary • • • • • • e ' 3,400.89 Repairs and Renewals • • • • • • 4,624.00 $224,702.07 
26. 
PER CAPITA 
During the year the average number of inmates has been 245.93 
Total cost for maintenance, 224,702.07 
Equal to a weekly per capita cost of $17.5226 
Receipts from sales, $428.60 
Equal to a weekly per capita cost of $.0334 
All other institution receipts, $69,637.74 
Equal to a weekly per capita cost of $5.4305 
Net weekly per capita cost, $12.0587 
Respectfully submitted, 
JOHN E. FISH, M.D., Treasurer 
Land, 165.72 acres 
Buildings and equipment 
Personal property • • 
Total • • • 
• 
• 
• 
VALUATION 
November 30, 1941 
Real Estate 
• • • • 
Personal Pro~ertl 
• • • • 
• • • • 
• • • • 
• • • • $ 
• • • • $ 
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